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THE NATIONAL TRANSPORT AND SAFETY AUTHORITY ACT

(No.33 of2012)

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 54 of the
National Transport and Safety Authority Act, the Cabinet Secretary for
Transport and Infrastructure in consultation with the Board makes the
following Regulations: -

THE NATIONAL TRANSPORT AND SAFETY AUTHORITY
(OPERATION OF MOTORCYCLES) REGULATIONS, 20 I5

1. (1) These Regulations may be cited as the National Transport
and Safety Authority (Operation of Motorcycles) Regulations. 2015
and shall come into force upon publication in the Gazette.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1), regulations
5 (b) and 9 shall come into force on the lst January,20l6.

2. In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires-

"Act" means the National Transport and Safety Authority Act.
2012:

"Authority" means the National Transport and Safety Authority
established under section 3 of the Act:

"Cabinet Secretary" has the meaning assigned to it under the
Act;

"corporate body" means a limited liability company registered
under the Companies Act and includes a cooperative society registered
under the Cooperative Societies Act and a society registered under the
Societies Act;

"licence" means a driving licence issued by the Authority under
the Act;

"two rvheeled motorcycle" means any mechanically propelled
vehicle with two wheels the weight of which unladen does not exceed
eight hundred kilograms;

"three wheeled motorcycle" means any mechanically propelled
vehicle with three wheels the weight of rvhich unladen does not
exceed eight hundred kilograms;

"two wheeled motorcycle Taxi" means a two lvheeled
motorcycle used for the purpose of carrying or ferrying of a passenger
for reward or hire;

"three wheeled nrotorcycle Taxi" means a three wheeled
motorcycle used for the purpose of carrying or ferrying of a passenger

for reward or hire;
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"motorcycle" means any mechanically propelled vehicle with
less than four wheels the weight of which un laden does not exceed
eight hundred kilograms;

"owner" means the registered owner of a motorcycle;

"ride" means to operate, manage or to be in control of a motor
cycle;

"rider" means the person operating or person in control of a

motorcycle";

"Third Party Motor Vehicle Insurance" means an insurance
policy by that name issued in respect to a motorcycle pursuant to the
provisions of the Insurance (Motor Vehicles Third Party Risks) Act;

"Thfud Party Public Service Vehicle Insurance" means an
insurance policy by that name issued in respect to a motorcycle
pursuant to the provisions of the Insurance (Motor Vehicles Third
Party Risks) Act.

3.These Regulations shall apply to all motorcycles operating on
a public road in Kenya.

4. (l) No motorcycle shall be sold or transferred by any person
without the following protective gear-

(a) two helmets which comply with the standards established
by the Kenya Bureau of Standards and which shall have the
registration number indelibly printed in letters not less than
three inches in height on both sides of the helmet;

(b) two reflective jackets which shall have the registration
number of the motorcycle indelibly printed in letters not
less than four inches in height on the back of the jacket.

(2) A person desirous of transferring a motorcycle must present
physical proof of compliance with regulation 4 (1) to the Authority.

(3) No supplier, distlibutor or person involved in the business of
selling motorcycles in Kenya shall sell, distribute or otherwise convey
a motorcycle without the protective gear described in regulation 4.

(4) For Purposes of this regulation the term "reflective jacket"
shall also mean a reflective vest.

5. Every owner of a two wheeled motorcycle shall-
(a) provide the rider and passenger with the protective

stipulated in regulation 4 (1);

(b) ensure that the helmets provided under (a) are yellow
two wheeled motorcycle is a taxi;

gear

if the

(c) not cause or permit any person to ride their motorcycle
unless such person is the holder of a valid driving licence or
a valid provisional licence endorsed in respect of that class
of motorcycle;

(d) for private motorcycles, ensure that the motorcycle is at the
very minimum insured against third party risks in
accordance with the Insurance (Motor Vehicles Third Party
Risks) Act;
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(e) for two wheeled motorcycle taxi, ensure that motorcycle has

a Third Party Public Service Vehicle Insurance;

(0 ensure that no structural modifications to the motorcycle are
undertaken that may affect the safe operation of the
motorcycle;

(g) ensure that no structural modifications to the motorcycle are
undertaken that may obstruct the visibility of the rear
number plates;

(h) ensure that no modifications to the exhaust system or any
other noise abatement device of a motorcycle are done so as

to cause the noise emitted by the motorcycle to be above
that emitted by the motorcycle as originally manufactured.

6. Every rider of a motorcycle shall-
(a) have a valid driving license issued by the Authority;

(b) ensure that they shall not ride or carry a person on a motor
cycle without the prescribed protective gear properly
fastened;

(c) not carry more than one person at a time;

(d) ensure that passengers are carried on a proper seat with foot
rests securely fixed to the motor cycle behind the rider's
seat;

(e) ensure that a passenger sits astride the motor cycle;

(f) ensure that the headlights of the motorcycle are on at all
times when riding;

(g) ensure that loads and passengers are not carried at the same
time;

(h) keep the protective gear in a clean, dry and generally
wearable condition;

ensure that the rear number plates are visible at all times;

overtake on the right hand side and not to overtake in the
same lane occupied by vehicle being overtaken;

(k) observe traffic lights;

(l) observe all raffic rules;

(m) not park in undesignated areas.

7. (1) Every passenger in a motorcycle shall-

(a) properly wear a helmet and reflective jacket whenever being
carried on a motorcycle;

(b) not board or be carried on a motorcycle that already has a

passenger except as provided by Regulation 7 (2) (a);

(c) not board or be carried on a motorcycle that is carrying any
load;
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\lt rrstride tll thc s('at l rxerl bchirr,-l thc flrlci"s seat.

For the purposes of thesc Regulatrons --

a clirld rvho ir less than thirteen years old may be carried
togelher uith art adult plovidecl the chrld is seatcd between
the r-idel antl the attrrll anil \vcirrs u helmet designed for
childrr'n:

persons u'itl.r disabiLLies l,l,ill be e\crnptcd ft'onr the
requirement to srt astrrde rvhilc i'rc'ing cilrricd on ir

ll l\)t"ol'C'y'(.- Ie.

I ) A rrrtltorcl'clc rtder sltall nol cttl'l-! ir l()a(l-- C'rrtr,Lge of l-.atls

rvhosc- rvrdth pro]ect\ nroro than lifte.-n centunetels bevond
the orrtsidc etrrl o1 the hendlc bius:

rvhose height is morc than two nletrc-s fronr the grotrnd:

rt,horr- rr'erght 1s rlr()rr-' fltirn tlrir{r kilogrants for a

ln()[()]'atr le n,lto*r' Cl]n-\lrl! calliicrt\ d()r-s Ilot c-rceetl frlt1,
cc a-n<t Ltkrgr.rnrs I'rlr- it nrolox'1'cie rr hosc clr-r-r, ing clrpacity
.1ocs not etccct" Iirrtr httrrrlret{ e c:

rr,hrch pro.lects to lhr' rear bc-yttnrl the rna;<rrnurn overall
lrrrgth of the motor-cycle bt' more than sixty centllneters.
The real extremity of the load mtrst be plainly indicated by
a r nspicuor-rs rt-'rl rnarker rlururg the dal aud by a rcd Iight
irt nrght.

(ltl-he rrcler o1 a nrotorc\cle carr.f inu loarls shall ensure that no
part of thc' Ioarl canred drags on the roacl.

(.1 t For the purpose of this regulation the term "load" excludes
luggage catricd by a passenger provrcled such luggage does not exceed
ten krlogranrs irr u,cight and clot's not pr ojr-ct nrore thall fitlecn
centinretrrs bcl'onrl thc- orrtside entl o1 the lrantlle bars .

("1) I'he luggage lr sub-r'egulutron r l) nra\. he calried together
with the ptsscrleer providctl tht- lugeage rs properiy secured betrveen
the rider anrl the passeugcr.
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(l)[;ol two thee]er rnotorcycle taxls. the nirnre of the
sacco u'hrch thet' are ntenrbr-r's ol rnust be rndelibly printe-d
r!('t l,', ,1ir1,,r l,yt,r rrr'ltr'1q 11r halgrlll irrl the br,.! .-.11.'-;t,1, j,tCirrtS.
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\(':ltll)!. I,(\,tll(llI [rrl- j1I\iFl]Llr', \-

belt p.-r
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lrlrve pairttctl t;n both srrL's alr(l on the rear. a broken
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such band to be clearll'r'isrble by dal,ert a distance of trvo
hundred and seventv five nrcters.

(d) no part of the nrotolc\.clc, r'hether rrnlaclen or laderr, other'
than the driving rnirror or direction irrclicatclrs, shall pro.ject

nrore than frfteen centimeters. beyond the outside uall o1'

the outniost rear t\re:

(e) have at the ntinrntunr a nrotor cornlnercl'l publrc servicc
vehicle insurancr- covcr.

I I . Everv o\vner of a tlrree \\'hceled rnotor,.'yclt- taxr shall- Rcrt.nsrhtlrtv.f

(a) not cause or pernut any pers()Il to ride therr nrotorcl'cle
unless such person is the holder of u valid rlrrvrn-9 lrcenec or'

a valrd provisronal licerrce eudorsed lrl respect of that class
ol' ntolorcl e le;

(b) ensure that all three rvheeled nrotore \Lle taxi ou ned irrve at
the niininruni a Thrrd Part1, Publrc Selv ice Vehicle
hrsurance.

12.Evcry riderol-athrcc\\'heole(l nt()lorc),cleshall- Rc'trL,ttsthtltttcs.l.t
I{rdcr

(a) not nde a nrokxcl,cle unless that person has a valrcl drrvrng
licence issued b1' the Autholrtr,:

(b) not lide a motol cycle without ploperll \\'eanrls a \eat belt
or carr) passeilgers $,1-ro have uot pr()periy woln therr scat
hcl t s:

(c) r'ro1 carr)'rnore than passorgers irr excess ol the seatrng
positrons provrdecl:

(d) ensrrre that the herdlights ol'tlre nrotorc)cle are on at all
times u'hen nding;

(e) overtake on the right hantl sitlc antl not kr ovcrtake rn the
same lane occnpled b1' r,ehrcle bc-rng overtaken;

(f) observe traffic lights,

(g) not ride or operate a nrotorcyclc betu,'een lales of tratfic or
between adlacent lurcs or row's of vehrclc-sl

(h) keep the seat bclts in a cleall. dry' and gciicrall)' u,earable
condition;

(r) observe all traffic rules.

13. Every passenger in a thlce wheeled r.rrotorcycle shall- 
li.'[o;;"n,,",". 

n, .,

(a) rvear seatbelt whenever being carrred on a nrotorcl'cle;

(b) not board or be carrred on a lnotorcycle that already has the
rnaximurl number of passengers allorved.

14. The Authority in consultatron $,ith the relevant countv .\tets t,f rrler,ttron

governrnent shall designate-

(a) the arc-as of operation of nrotolcy cle tax is;
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(b) the hours of operation of motorcycle taxis.

15. A person who contravenes any provision of these c)rrences and

Regulations and whose penalty is not provided for in the Traffic Act, E",,l,llrT
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding
twenty thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
six months or, both.

16. Regulation 25A of Legal Notice I 73 is revoked. Repeal

Made on the 5th February, 2015.
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THE NATIONAL TRANSPORT AND SAFETY AUTHORITY ACT
(No.33 of20l2)

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 54 of the
National Transport and Safety Authority Act, the Cabinet Secretary for
Transport and Infrastructure in consultation with the Board makes the
following Regulations -

THE NATIONAL TRANSPORT AND SAFETY AUTHORITY
(OPERATION OF TOURIST SERVICE VEHICLES)

REGULATIONS, 2015

1. These Regulations may be crted as the National Transport crtatron

and Safety Authority (Operation of Tourist Service Vehicles)
Regulations,2015 and shall come into force upon publication in the
Gazette.

2. In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires - Inrerpretat,on

"Act" means the National 'Transport and Safety Authority Act,
2012;

"Appeals Board" means the Transport Licensing Appeal Board
established under section 39 of the Act;

"Authority" means the National Transport and Safety Authority
established under section 3 of the Act;

"Cabinet Secretary" has the meaning assigned to it under the Act;

"corporate body" means a limited liabilify company registered
under the Companies Act, and includes a cooperative society registered cap486

under the Cooperative Societies Act and a society registered under the cap4e0
Societies Act;

"licence" means a tourist service licence issued by the Authority;

"licensee" means a person to whom a license is issued under the
Act;

"owner" means the registered owner of the tourist service
vehicle;
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